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’cpnformist in all things.
i the well behavéd daughter,

| conversation’ at - onde.

Paris Can Be

Quite Victorian

The School for Wives, oy Andre Gide.
Prahsiated from the ¥rench by Dor-
othy Bussy. $2. (Alfred ‘A. Knopt.)
Anyone who supposed, as we Amer-

icans are guite likely to suppose, that

Parig has always been .a gay place,

and unexceptionally, will alréady have

béen - disillusioned by “Pomp and Cir-
dumstance,” the memoirs of the

3 Baroness of Clermont-Tonnerre, whore

it is. shown that -even & 'fuiteé: rich
young girl of 30 yéars ago was in luck
if shie hiad any good times at all;.- And
will therefore not be surprised 1h reads
ing. “Fhe . §clidol for Wives” to. find

thit. Eveline, the heroine, was.a Vie-|

totian young miss if there ‘éver was
‘one, and Robert, her lover, so much
mioré Victorian that you éai scarcely

imagine hit without sidewhiskers,

. Hven the family sitvation Is Vi
Father is something of a
1reé thifiker, and makés ridiculois ex-

' éuysed . rather than be forced into five

Mother is.a
And Eveline
I
April, 1908, her: failier took. her to

fihutes with the cure.

"Florence - for .the Easter holidays,

where as it happened ghe met Rob-
&rt. - Heér description of the pension
‘table rung thus: “Noéne of thies gueésts
Wex‘e disagieeable, but Rebert's dis-
titiction outshone all the o6thers.- He
sat opposite-my father, wlho is rather
réserved and oftén -not very aifabis to

Dbéople who are miot in his sét. -As tve

| Wete the-last comers, it was natural’

enough for . us not: 16, tiks part i, the
Personafly, T

should have Hked to talk, but I

: | touldr’t -very well. be more forthcom:

ing than papa; so I was just ns re
‘gerved “as he, ; and as I was sittihg
‘next: him, our silerice made a kind-of

“pHttle 1sland of coldriess in the midst

iha’ genheral animation.”
The:dlary from which this is an ex-

| cérpt 1§ one that Robert had asked

her to-keep as a record of their love.

He''was to Keép one, too., Evelihe's!
first dlsillisionment eomes whén Rob-

ert-insists upon reading hers, and then I
instead of showing her his  makes'
| kfigwn the fact- that he hasn't kept

one at all. Before that, Robert had’
been perfection, ‘even when he took,
exception to her grammar and be-
Havior. After that, of course, she stops |
the diary. But takes it up again some {
years “later. - 'Whereupon it appears!
‘that Rebert had never been anything’
but a husk of fine: ideas - stated so(
often that he had more. than convinced ;
himself that he réally held thém, Or;!
as papa. put it, while theré was yet:
time: “Robert hag taken you all in—
the abbé and your mamma and you-—
himself, too, I am afraid, which is

;| fmore serlous.”

At the Iast, Ever—e,
it any longer, attempts
husk and in some way g
real Robert. But the h
be punétiure proof: Then
a lot of fine speéches t
boys who are going to
He gets a croix de gue
confirms him in. hisfav
sion of himself that Eve
and" gets a job nutsing ¢
eases;,. |

All

of which may not
the sortef book that you
6f Andre “8ide. Buf th

never are. SUﬁA§



