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YHIS volume bxmgs tor'ether

three interrelated noveleties of -

whieh - only the’ first has been
avanlable in an Enghsh version.
wrhe School fer. Wives™ and
“Robelt ‘Were pubhshed in France

" qu 1929, three years after “The
- Counterfeiters.” Nearly a decade
passed before Gide completed the
series with “Geheviéve.” Collec-
tively, these tales form. a single
" story. which is reflected’ for the
reader, 25 it wéré, by a triple mirs
Tts sub;ect is. an unhappy
marrlage, the: history of which is

! - related successively by the wife,

the husband, and their daughter;
.each of ‘whom conmbut.es a purely
personal mterpxemtion supported

by evidence not disclosed ‘)y the

others k .
Gide describes these tales as a‘
triptych ‘and’they are amonz his
moss characi,eusuc works _of fic-
- tion. They‘ exemphfy his hfelonv
pmoccupumn with psychologicf\l
;s ‘eonviction ’ L«mt the

Jems: of ethms from &s ;
ctxm omts of vxew as poss le

&% concemed

emonstlate Tis ability’ e
of substance -
‘and a.

’ to make a mmw
yield ‘along' s perspecti
: large mgmﬁcance "
2 One of Gide's cardmal hehefs is
bhat bhe mdwidua,l must abta.m in-

~Andre Gide

: "‘et.hics ‘Gide: bases

durmg hlS 1011g caxeer, Glde has

tegrit.y of character and must dare
to live authentically. “The .only
drama that really interests.me,”
he hotes in-one’of: his- journals,
», . is the debate-of the individ-
ual with whatever keeps him from
being- authentic: with whatever is

. opposed to his iritegrity; to his in-.
tegration.” In Gide's fiction, this

obstacle takes various forms. Con-
scienceé opposes reason. Society ex-
ercises pressure through custons,
traditions, conventional moralify.

“Thé mstltutmns of -marrisge. and i
‘the family -are: formidable- deter-

rents. One of Gide’s early cntical’
essays—anot. yet translated into

. Enghsh——makes the- point that,

whereas Greek  ethics inculcated-
the virtue of self —development by
the - extension : of - native endow~
ment, Christian ethics have laid.
on men the duty of trying to be—
come altogether unlike: t.hemselves
The most vicious aspect of modern
society, Gide asserts, is- the basic

" hypoerisy ‘of .its- mores, whieh op-

eraté to inhibit or deform mdx-
viduaht] rather than to enhance it.

"All of these cantentmns are ex- .

" pr essed orimplied, by the three. nov- .

elethes The marriage with which
they deal is unhappy in only the
most commonplace fashion, But
its consequences in three lives
raise ' ultimate issues in socxa);
his t«les upon
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i daughber underta.ke 0 clanfy ti‘ie: y

Evelme 1s the s'oxmg Frmch—fﬁ
woman of Gide's youth: The mar
riage of her parents, as she knuws,‘
has. degenerat,ed ‘into & ean,)ugalf

hubit, 2 cenvenuona.l aﬁ;netship B




