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The  technic s SO expert that it
naturally first - claim on 2
reader's attention s touch
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mere apt to say “xow clever,” than
s“How protound." for above all M.
Gide is clever. A man of letters in
the narrow gense, 02 knows just
how to €2 the job with the fewest |
false motions. '
. The tyre he presents is hardly ur-
usual in tife and hardly unknown {0

paper. Yot take M: Gide's devices |
azd look at them ‘carefuny. and onel
is forced to the conclusion that hel
. has gohe to quite unnecessary trouble\
to dress up his. narrative‘with en-!
cumbering hacus-pocus. Spare and\
exact as it ig, it is tricked out in
false trappings. : '

‘He reveals the character through. the
tragmentary dtary of the woman \vho\
marries him. She is fthorougly taken
in and considers herself unsyorthy of |
‘such & moral . Yet 50 cleverly

e ndled’ even the earliest
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solve her roblem by, going as a nurse
ins contagious ‘hospital. She contracts :

10, the “hocus-P m at 8 1088 to
see what ne 4 the pretense that
this boo! was icat cide
by the daught e an victims
ized, bY thil sgocially @desirad
‘traud. And W g furthet 75 a tha
‘the title was suggested py the daugh- |
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i The sk everness writing
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that it gave greatel intimacy 19 the

'—port'myak But even that is & dubloud |
- gAQUBE for & shopwors Jiterary deviee. |
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