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A FIRST NOVEL

*ToE COUNTERFEITERs. ™ By André Gide.
e A WOOPE. 105 6d.
AL Gide refers ta this novel, in his dedi-
cation, as his first; and, indecd, it la
the qualities which have made his more
recent novels so notable. Yet it is no
immatuare first novel. - M. Gide is completely
master of his matter, and his charuacters
muve inconclusively, yet  exactly, in
paraliel lines of their dissolute and hope-
less existence. One is not overniuch con-
cerned witl, this unsavoury crew; Bernard
Profitendicu, a schoolboy in  his early
teens, who finds himself born out of lawful
wedlock, and sneer’s at his présumed father
becauss of his wmother's infidelity, is only
ou? of many. The episodes of the book
emind one constantly of a recent notorions
ueider trial in Berlin, The hook ends with
suicide compuct among Uiese preposter
us schoolboys.
The book’s chiel importance lies in the
evelation, through the characier . of
douard, of M. Gide’s own artistic beliefs
and theories. Edouard is writing a novel
to be called * The Counterfeiters;” and one
¢hapter is holdly headed * Edouard e
plains his theory of il Novel™ He con
lains that the nove] has always clung i
timidly to reality, and that the unly hope
for i iz to represent reality on the on
Land and on the ather io siviise i into art,
But M. Gide rather leaves his readers i the
r by making Bdanard sowething of a
ague and incompelant witkiba gz wmd 1
what extent. i theories which b onun
ales are those of M. Gide himself remains
n doubt. Indéed, when one putders upon
hem, one sees that many of ihem are
definitely in opposition 1v those which he
<puls info practice,
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