THE BUBBLE REPUTATION

The Journals of André Gide, Vol. I, 1889-1913.
Translated by Justin O’Brien, Secker &
Warburg., 235 -, o

In 1933, Mongomery Belgion was already
alarmed by the view that Gide had begun to date.

To-day, the ex-Communist Gide is attacked by

the French Comimunist press, and, we may gather

from- Sartre’s cditorials in Les Temps Modernes
that Gide is already a classic and loved by the
critics because he has written posthumous works
during his life-time (this is said of Valéry and only
implied of Gide) and that the value of his work is
identical with that of his typical reader, the
cultivated son of a well-to-do middle-class family
in safe revolt against that family’s narrow, utilitarian

Theism: When the award of'a Nobel prize coincides .

with a comprelicnsive English translation of his

Journals (the rest is 10 follow in two moré large

. and " beautiful, American-printed voluimes), the
over-all "question is bound to arise, Is Gide

really as good as.they say.2 Al s

A “barren: question, if asked - disi dl

myself into a confe 11" He d
Switzerland :  “ The admiration of mountains
8 an invention of Protestantism. - Strange

confusion, on the part of brains incapable of art,
between the lofty and the beautiful,” . Elsewhere
he grows angry at Claudel’s inability jo

words-of Christ literally, p

arc the sad, defeated piano-tescher and Mme:

Gide (Emmanuele Rondeaux; a first cousin), her.

preserice, both early and_ late, a delicately tender
evocation which I do not rhink Gide could -have
managed in fiction and which bie‘'did not minage in’

-the early. Cahiers d’André Walter, ' where he
writes of hety as of himsalf, by

“name. like, - to0, the continual exasperation
afforded Gide by the temperaments of two of his
most - distinguished contemporaties; the -bloody-

minded . Remy. de: Gmirmont,mthg: vain - ‘and .

insedsitive. Francis- Jammes.: . There are also

the first- African travels and thé -moving account

of.the:death. onCharles-Louis -Philippe - formerly
d in P, i :

y.
I see the-need for Sartre to raise it, ~Sartre is
Gide's natitral successor, and he. wisheés to swerve
all writing into a different path—rightly; I' think.
~In these Journals, Gide is equally uncompromising :
with the minor prophet whose mant¢ fell upon:
himself, Anarole- France (with - France, " too, -

questions -about .what it all really. amounted. to -
- were always quelled by references to thé famous--

S Sstyle ™). < T e N
- About Gide’s huige reputation, there is somethir g
unplaceable, " diffuse 'and - possibly - journalist.

he carries weight (and in this he is justly paired :
off with Paul-Valéry):. T do not believe that his
most ‘devoted -admirers. would claim a great deal
for 'him "as’‘a technical”innovator or place - his
achievement in: the recognised ““ creative * forms
(more’ especially . fiction, ' with  Les Caves du
Vatican, L Immoraliste,” Les Faux-monnayeurs;
La Porte ‘étroité) “beside -the best of -his- con-’
temporaries, Rilke, Kafka, Yeats, Claudel, Proust,
Joyce -or- Bliot,-Indeed, most .of his narrative
fiction-anddrama serve  the purposes:of a-day-
dream-annexe to the enormous autobiographical
* structure ‘which his' work otherwise “constitutes.
- In his novels; plays 'and idylls, he has sketched
“out" possible - attitudes. for ‘the. young: man_ who
was always-at once’himself and his ideal reader:.
~and - whose " life, t
delicious . possibilities. (such”as that: of ejecting
" people from. moving . trains), ‘was never unduly
* constricted: or “wholly without: a-gesture and a
. pose.: For, although. it: would  certainly’be false
- 0 say that'Gide played to the gallery, yet it might
. be trug’that ‘he plays in turn to'the
_dress circle and the’orchestra stalls.”. - 3
- 'Grant this; and ‘grant fhat the greatest ate less

“ useful
Ix is not as the author of specific masterpieces that -

even :'without -these further .

" Professor O'Brien’s translation is rarely miarted

and ‘it may. be “one’s

by such” Ameticanisms.ns
‘off,* and * winaing. out,”

own-fault if, While applauding the. sentiment; onc -

just fails-to gather what-is ‘meant by a youthful
entcy which “speaks of. renouncing dreams . and:
leading ““a-'vigorous'.and: fulsome life™ “or this
later generalisation ; {

courses.” .. Professor:
| * documentation : of -~ his = own,
it !is. possiblethat. oné .or two- of. his® - foot-
notes - insult; the" reader.- .. 1 ‘would not. myself
expect to see this. book in the hands of anyone.
who did not know ‘that Wilhelm Meistér was by
Goethe or The: Fall of - the House..of Ussher. by

“ right_now,” “stop :

ater *“ No matter how robust it is, .
;‘out™"appetite:” broad-jumps - aver “unqualifiable

O'Brien " has . added - -some -
though = -

o5

o,

take the I

In--this wonderful presentation W'"
the -minor figutes I myself find ngaging .

her zeal Christian:

Edgar Allan Poe.: . " : RAYNER HEPPENSTALL, -~
New Staleysea, J‘E‘Is;;,z;'—rtz.w i
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New Statesman, l.ondon.

qu;s, “the -

inclined to tease théir aidience,’and how impres-.-

. “'sive. Gide-~remains, - The: secret” lies"in thes¢

: Journals, - Sattre-~ should ‘at least -applaud: the:.

- deliberation, with which: Gide” “ chose himself.”
Any attempt to. pick’ out the-first -and- crucial

_'step in*this choice: must involve ‘mentioning the

~.name . of - Maurice .. Barrés, : who, beginnitig -his
career as a Stirneresque; égo-worshipper, lqter
developed the.-line’; of | blood-anid-soil - mystical
-patriotism which. produced’ such cutrious’ results :
among -the - -French upper and "middle. classes
duning the recent war: Gide' was, :in. Barrés
sense, * deracinate,” ' He- was” born. ity Paris
- of the union of 2 Norman Catholic and:a’ merid-
:jonal Protestant family. : .““Deracinate ”” hie there-
- fore chose to_be; and’ it is amusing'to" s¢e how,
- ‘throughout his work and not only in the Yournals,
he continues to nagat Barrés, Letthe blood-streant”
“pump as-it will; Gide’s own authority must comé:
- from ‘the, head, and his région will: be the whole

--.world; its- generations the .phases’ of. civilisation,
- The Gide of these first Journals is a.pianist, a-

rdéner, a’:bridegroom; a traveller, an inde-
Htigable of the best circles; a founder of

fatigablé member: rcles; a 1
; Vouvelle Revu gaise; 4 Stylist, a trans-

the . Nouvell ue- Fy e an
lator and a Christian. :*As late as 1912, he writes,
**How easy. it: would -be ‘for me now to throw:




