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MEN AND BOOKS

,The La'sft Volume

MR ms‘rm O’BRIEN hasnow comp]eted hxswmmenser
labour of, transratmg in their entirety the Journals*

of Gidé. It'is a fask before which a more timid
s soul would have blenched and-Mr O'Brien must
% be. congratulated- on his perseverdnce and his
i masterly” edmng
i Inthe previous volume we left Gide after hlS
§ return from - equatorial® Africa. when” he was

. turning away -fromself- absorpuon to-humanity.

In this volume we find him’ searching for a new
. re.hglon which will take the place of Christiani
* which no longer satisfies Rim, and of ‘the religion
of mdmdualxsm, which proved as dlsﬂlusmnmg
in its exaggeration .and lack of spmtuahty For’
a time’ he. was .to find -satisfaction in~ Com--
-munism. He wrofe-then to Charles duBos:
¥ would like not only to_attain’happiness for:
mysclf but to make others reach it as'well, 1 ¢onv
der that it consists in the surrender of self. That is.
why to fecl happy is nothmg, happmass consnsls in
. aking others happy B
What he admired’ most in: Russm, he saxd W,
the abolition ‘of the abommab]e formula, “Thou
" shalt edarn my ‘bread by ‘the sweat’ of thy: bro
,,There eMErges:now-a new, shade in Gide’s co;

' ‘completest expressxon of the- mdmdual ‘and the

* sanest‘and total form- ot‘ hberty thherto he had‘

f.someone who would not -
: :creeds. These-Ttalian mscnptxons, he said, would

had the reputatio
comruit himself to-any -creed, who would not;
choose.: Now -hé committed:himself unicoms
promisingly to' the Commiunist’ solution- for the
ills of the'world and it was a relxglous conversion;
His was the falth of a myst:c. In his, Jaurnal he.
wrote: LR

My COnvcrsxon is hke a l‘mth My whole bemg is

bem towards one single goal; all iy thoughts—-even';

involuntary—lead me back (o' it. ‘And.if my- life
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dxsap omted a.lid ﬁe said on his: refurn

‘in case death intervenes befofe I have time to
expri.ss it better,
And again’he wrote:

1 would:like to cry aloud- my sympathy for thc
Soviet Union and hope that my cry might be beard
and have effect. I would like to live long enough to.”
witncss ™ the. triumph ™ ‘of that tremendous’ eﬂ"ort
-which " hope from the bottom of my “heart mu
succeed and for which I would tike to work. - :

He was now ready to sacrifice the sanctnty of"

‘hlS mdxvxduahty, but-he did not think- that' thls
‘should be necessary. He saw no reason why; thére’

should be contradiction between individualism
and’ Communism. “I believe firmiy . that orie:can
be—indeed must be—at the same time a Com-
munist and an mdlwduahst ‘but ‘this does not
prevent one_ from condemmng pnvﬂeges” ‘He.
was now ashameéd of being a.man of mdependent
means, who had never been obliged to work with
his hands.and to earn:his living, In- 1936 he went

_ona vxsn to_the Soviet Union. Wé have nothing
“of that visit actually in the-Journal for, accordmg
104 frequient practicé;”he extracted -that portion -

and published it separate)y in"two little books
called Reétour.de PU.RS.S. and Retouches & mon
Retotir dé: I' U.R. S.8:-It was:not through Marx'

" bit” through ‘the Gospels’ that he _had reached’

Commumsm and-he found little of that spirit in -
Russ:a itsglf 'He saw everywhere:
Separates the pnvﬂeged dnd’ the

,There wa.s somethmg traglc i Sovxet advena

ture, T had gone ‘there & convmced and enthirsiastic

- follower i in order io”admire a new: world and they !

“offered me; to tempt'me and-to win'me, all'the pre-
rogatives and' pnvﬂeges whlch I abhorred in. thc
old world. " -+

" The fc owicg ~ear, when he vxsned Fascxst Italy,

hie' coutld discover no differénce Between what'he
saw. i nige letters ‘on. the ‘walls’and what he had

-~ notieed in Russia. There ‘were the’same slogans-

“Believe; ".obey and fight"-—identical in both

have-been equally m place of the walls " of
Moscow:”
- The followmg year his wife- died and he wrote

-nothing“in his-Journal-for' some montlis, since it.

could have reflected nothing bot disorder, distress

“and déspair. “Since she has ceased to exist; 1

have merely preteuded to live;: without. taking

‘any further interest in. anything or -in myself
‘thhout appetlte, thhout taste or euriosity " or

esire, in a disenchanted universe with no further
hope thati 16 leaye it.” Yet his life went on as if
othing had been changed: The volume.ends with
a linefrom Le. Clmenére ‘Marinof Valéry el faut.
tenter de vivre”We leave him at the end groping
fora phxlosophy and realizing that if he could not
attam serenity then his life would be baanpt
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It is a pity that the Iater little volume of the
Jaurnal was not included in this volume, it would
nét-have added much bulk and it would have
shown in what dxrectlon he was moving after his
disillusionment ‘with . Commumsm We do not
find in him - the ;blank despaxr——albelt noble
- despair—of a Camus for whom life is an absurd

“and meaningless farce towards ‘which the only..
logxcal attitude . is ~one:-of stoic resignation-and
passive acceptance—what Camus calls “sainthood
without God”," We: get now'a further developrient .
in Gide’s conception of individuality.arid liberty—
dxfferent from -the irresponsible- liberty- of -his
"youth and also. from the *‘liberté serviable” of-his
riiddle. years. Now hé" behev&s ‘thiat, “liberty
- destroys the individual and’ soclety unléss it be
‘closely linked with tradition and dlsmphne He
shows us in Theseus how the, hero could teturn
safely only because he clung tothe thread of °
tradition. In his’ Communist period he had'said
that one could only advanoe by thrusting dside;
the past. Lot's wife was turned into a pillar of
sdlt, a pillar of frozen tears, because-she had
lgoked. behind.. Now he believes in. the supreme
importance of ‘preserving our hentage—our
Greco-Roman heritage- based on Chnstxan prm-
ciples.

. Now we have reached the end of thxs tremen-
"dous life- work of Gide, of 1 ,400 pages, and what
de - we know of him? Far-more through what Wei
hﬁve felt and guessed otirselves than' ‘hro'th

‘ pite -allthe
denormnator toall the

! 1pé° the mdmdual ‘pattern.
ide this will ‘be .ound to be a. spiritual
d. If we examine hxs thought, in the works )
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wjé-lbut which he thought hls life would haye been
a failure, He i'eached the final stage of Montaigne
whom he so greatly loves, when, in one of the
‘Tast thmgs he has ‘writtén—in La-Table Roude in
1948:—he “said:" *“Prendre lés choses pour ce
qivelles sont: Jauer avec les cartes qu'on a.
S'exiger tel gu'o on est” and e added, “Ce qui
mempéche pas non plus d’exiger de soi le metIleur,
aprés avoir réconnii celui-ci pour tel. Car I'on ne se
Jaif pas plus ressemblant en accordant le pds au
-mpins bon.” .




