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"l geﬁt exqms orl le trop en tout.””
R of Féndlon's rise to one’s: mind in reudmg this story of o
f ¥are soul drawn into the abyss of the inner lifo, * as wasers
ary by swhirlpools suck'd end drawn,” through a sort of
BB droad of - the excess, the oommonuess, the transitoriness)
B of mortal happinoss.
Alissa Bucolin was_tho_ éhild o:( 8 West Indinn Créole
mdaN banker, Pr and pions.. .The beautiful
FMins. Bucolin . néver took root in tho Huguenot aomef,y
B of - Havre ;. she spent her days swinging in, & '] :

roelining | gracefully upon a-couch, & shut book dropping
| ﬁum her idle hand ; sometimes a violent * erise de nerfs
Fwould mtarrupf. the_langiid course of ‘her existencs, and

3 . and -Arounes; sl the- quiet, plain, ;provincial- house-
hold ; only sometimos. ot ‘dudk: sho-would * dwako. fur - <{
t,-88_ib wore, show & -transient - animstion, or git

Bl & . piano and begin some slow :mazurke of . Chopins

bor ‘lovely hands would stdp in the middle. of a.chord, .
B ico - Jeavo ‘the. phrase. unﬁmshsd, and the akwpmgl

[ Beauty. sink: ‘again - into’ “her-'incommunicablo: - ennvd.

- ‘AM Baxeolm drew from her motnet hor

i thie eulbured Huguenois of er father's family. Born
: 1 ﬂlenatwetowno Madeleine do Seuds 'y {the's of the
nd Cyrus *Yand of Bériardin do Seint-Pierre (the author

Hof ** Paule Virginie'),she was akin to the groat précicuse and:
1o theidealist phﬂosopher«—snd the likencss makes us wonder
! - tality, a rare dehcacy of
ﬁbre, bo usual in the inhabitants of that  Bourishing
Alisea had gown up in the companionshipof &
nd a young boy ¢ousin, two-years her jinior
: 3 heir - childhood. it had, Dbeen onderstood that -
Alissaemd Jérdme were one day to marry.” But when the girl
of afe the mystery -of Evil; snd all the
‘of I'mortal - passion, . were. sudden!y
ea to hor by t.}m uduct of her rnother. " A ‘novel
sfiter Tin, commdmg

ertain’ young Heutehant,
one aay "Jérome found Ahssa weeping and -pray-:
her lli\mdzzm.le whils- from the - floor - below: her-
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pmgamw »xnugary whxeh ‘snimate. . with '
utense. ﬂwugh sbcrot -intercst - the - life. of
Y . young . ister nor
ma nonld ‘moeopt her: oblation,  Juliette riied

sorium.  Such neturcs no

Thees words

W ey dswplnn- as & pariial elicnation of the mind; or
‘admire - 'as eud(nce

'yet, in the same spirit, and with somet hing of thesamc high

‘page of life:

for 6 fow sonxiets by Baudclaire.” ;
‘t.ha.l-, warmth, that. zedl, " that desn'e to rush*in and save

“‘of deing wrong.. ‘We ¢

L i s A AR RN
‘o Alissa, a8 to Mary, the us
tant of Martha appesr tho hushs of hf

snable  prog
A sort of disg
when tho e

they d i'famvd <

BRpoRTs laae, within il Alisxa has only to
slretch out: hf‘r hm:d in order 1o take Ler happiness.  Altoer
the

Thie dreead of &

](»\e i gurely its o
€un pever ”Dl)l Ve l]i)(ﬂ,‘

"Tie net oo swecdpaw an it was hofore

L A

Those who-finve imagined themselves in direct
cation- with that which ez hehind appousa
resyie uoalioréd the conditions of !;\m:a.n Jeis
in the $ull glory of poientific
hivman. amotion: to eoniRTe w,th i.hat (fi the man whu

suddenly -secs enlargrd the Vory boundariez of Rature g

in the. puisivn of scicntilie debate, Faw that abrupt revul
gion of- the niifid, that withdrawal Do gl firiite t! rings, thst
[ urique absorption in spiritual p
Charles V. to quit the afluirs of Furape for a m
Estremadars.- Mote than onee the sense of Divine i
has suggested to-a:-strong nature seme ¢rucl- dectrine o
voluntary martyrdom, which: (aecording to. our own Hias

of ' eternal truth. M. Gide’
Alissa-iz only 8 woman who renounees 8. pernitted love

sh'cnuousness, she erases her dream snd writes across th
"""" Hw iucipit -amor Dei,

obligation.”: " .

| But Alissa was not n saint. She wasn artmt in Mystidism,

a_refined snd fastidious spirit “ who would give all ‘Hugo
Nothing in hier life shons

arkis _ the -gaint, “howdver . Visionsry, however
o, sha sms Terésa, .or. St. Catliorine, be he 8t
Assnm o Bt, Franicis of Balés. -In place. of that,
imple o i npulse of the soul ‘Alissa, in her
%lf»mgaﬂhng dolitiide,” is all seruple, all & fsstidious’ fear,

hink :of her, a‘ud, cpenmg Fendcns

- S;nnmal ‘Letbors,” we. resd
Thien n'est sl

im quele”' al Ilmche

Aia ;
- fe'ne a's quai ‘de double et de iaux ; "on.eroit n'blee n pehm que

par. déi‘mtase A'anour pour Dien; “mais:dans Jo fond on est
at ‘on esb Jalonx pour s ‘propre ,pariecbion par
naturel A gof.
“And h opposea "o these sx:rennous, self-tior

e e

5 coonragenus Bpirita, . who arrive with dﬂ'ﬁmlty &t perfostion,
~AHanks £6° " une.cerbaibo force ot uhe cortaine grandenr de

 + séntiment,” the tur

- glidey as: n wm-e, mm t Bir- true hv.van, thhou\‘. a consmous !
. effork- R L

penco “of thoss’ quikt; souls who

“"Toub !es um-mnnto selon lent. ; et eﬂas
toub,pumsjenewsq i uimbenellea.msquella lesachent.

“ La saintetd. n'est |
~pas:an choix (she be]!s the imformnate Jérbme) mais une |

i . i e i Ao 1

‘Elles -ne pcwanb point: &~ bien. mais

chagie eroix'se. trouve poride’ Jusqi'ai bcut dans une paix sunple
el dmérs, ou elles n'ont voulu-Yue:ce qué Dieu vouloit: 'Ii'n'y a
rien déclatant, rign” de-fort, de distinet sux yéux: d'autrui; et
encore mo‘ns aux yeux de ia pecsunnc». 8 vous lni disiez qu e!le a
Lien souffert, elle ne 1e

youngamiddlo-&gedwimgmwcrmtho&athof
o, Jiad arie her hush
bmther—iulﬁl ed, in

sing for hior
i 1deal of fomining
2a, g0 wias parfoctly happy while Alissa was l6ft
hu to speak) with Bor saéritico returned " unopened—-left
| upon her harids. And Julietiv's mmvex-y from’ her: first
Iwa; her_happiness. in & simple. marviage of reason, eon-
ﬁbmdhdmmhumm onmﬁmmmdcfﬂm
insﬁdwns Alipan s
: € bonhéar que §'sd tavt souhaits, jusqu ‘A oﬁﬁr de lui mrv‘iﬂﬂ
men honbewr, je souflie de le viir Ghieny sens peine.. ) e het”
houreume ;- alin b dit; elle o pacsity je n'uii pag le divit, pagole
raisun, dleni douter. Do me -Sient, aapros d'elle, oo somtiment
d'hm&u}bﬂhm. da mm}.\h«? Pwhdne &-sentie -cetie - felivite s
faci '-&u.,y,:m-l ﬂwm-m <,

A
S LWe resd: and reﬂmt tho,t wiach »° fx'icmi 8. thms was just
whist waa laéking to Alissa Bueolin. She would doubtless have.

been hisppier s aa&Reman Catholic{only even then she might |
have chanced on s Piseal, who.would have exssperated her |
. qualities, ihatead nf on a Féndlon,’ w}m would Lave tempmd
“.snd allayed “them to™a milder. p

1.

). A
director- woild “have turned “her energies into’ ouries of
work fnd ‘prayer, would have drswn: her:nuind. from’ the’
attraction’ of the abyss, wonld, perhaps, have. marsied her
[iike Jalistte), or, more happily, bave ﬁulﬁﬂgd her voeation in |
‘o great- active religious: Order, where An - Aliesa o5y |

" suecour wid drispire & multitude of Jewocr mtums. Or, had .

the hent 1o Y  proved too g, he would have

let. her Friter the contemplative life, bt not aloge. A -soal

marked by ‘what Seinte-Beuve: descrilid: as fe griffe de

thame mnyhe mﬁdw a vertigo, ob m::mgﬁu
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. i of the mner world, if on thess giddy heights no'[
staying, guiding, protecting hand be near. Vae soli |

ving behind a longgirain of sterile regret and hopeless !

+- gnemeories, and M. Gide would not have composed the frail |
and delicious spiritual story, which, in its purity and charm,

ninds us, oftén of “ Dominique,” sometimes of the « Récit

& Sceur,” and more than once of the “ ¥ita Nuova.”




