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“Q/j,au the restthe delicate and translueen of Christ pose from my e ot o my lips,

mirror of huwmility who has given ae ** Labnt I refrained from sopiating them, for 1
F Porte Etroite” and ¢ lsabelle.” It is iodbave always thougnt i ansecmly to shelter
this facet of the protean moralist thar weBs conduct behind the authority of the
owe ‘‘La Svimphonie Pastorale,” which Holy Seriptures”’  Wisely he lets Amélis

must rank with his finest creations in this¥2ve; presently her own native benevolenna

BOOKS.
‘ K sphere which is so pre-eminently his 0“.,,.:.;5(:{1'(5 itself, gndl after \'zjahrious vi;iss{tudes
i +  The wandering quality in M. Gide is very©f temper and despair her motherly in-
THE PSYCI:IOLOGY OF remarkable; I bkgow no recent writer z,g”’t‘;’l’\get‘s t.;m pper hnmi{. and ;he beging
: i whom it is so marked. We observe him in %0 take a pleasure in making the best of
- ’{HEP BLIIDiD And _one moad, and we prepare to accompany Ggrtrgdn, ff-r. that they decide is to be the
by Gid);mp Ign;eran::.mnz;;ﬁs P a];ousel‘;:!“m ; but night comes on, and in the mern- bh,}';d or;]nlg;m § hame. .

Gide. 3 fraaes : ing hf’_ has fo]dqd his tent Iike an 'Arab anr! " ut while ‘§melle and the chlldrep find
#Le Pere ‘Humilié.” - Par Paul Clandel, 185 disappeaced. Bub itappily e uwmai¥he newcomer more and more a subject of
S ancs. {Pa}is . Nouvelle Revuehds a trick of returning, and here to-day Interest, t,!Te flame of the pastor’s romantie

- earanes. APar “T""he s again; as we like him best, placid; zeal sinks into the ashés of disappointment.
(IATERE, austere hnd evangelical. Let us take ad-The indifference of ‘the child, her obstinats
vantage of his momentary return, since to-obtuseness, and particularly the hard: cx-

morrow he will doubtless be off to fresh préssion which comes over her face whan
shy ‘one approaches her,  réward all kinc.
ness with hostility. A famois surgeon from
the Val Pravers is summoned, and tells the
The form in which “La Symphoniefamily. at the manse that they have no’

‘ By EDMUND GOSSE.

v 7 'The lamentable spectacle. of blindness woods and pastures new.

- with: which the War las made us drearily . .

. Ig@iliar ‘has led to.a very wide discus’;sionA Blind Waif.
oi' ",}i—‘?'?"“‘?s,‘by' :‘fhwh hf? may be rendered Pastorale’’ is conceived is that of extractscause for despair. The physical-and moral
e;x:‘(dr‘urgble:,and' even enjoyable 1o “these from the diary of a Protestant Swiss pastor,development of the poor girl avs: alike re-

_wictims of the cruelty of man to man. But whose name is not divilged. He exercisestarded, but her blindness is her only posi-

- the particular form.-of blindness which ‘has & cure of s;)luls ina mountain]vill?ge of thefive. defect. The pastor. now patiently
simultaneously- occupied * the - attention 'of Jura, in the canton of Neuchitel, not farf,, jon- in which -
SR aneonsy e : ivine from La Chaux-de-Fond.. One afterncon begins her education, mn wh;ch,he‘,fqllo??s
Awo of the most eminent writers now. living ! o ; the celebrated example of Laura Bridgman
: £ that sed By the mutilations of the he is called by a child-to come to the help &nd ‘his success is contin srd complete

- isng t cause y~tng.> mutilations ol 1he of an old woman living in a remote part of i o ) uous,gq_ compiete.
;l}z’;ttlaﬁzilld' Bft]]?{‘ G{;deﬂand Ii\!f-_fcélﬂ-‘;fil‘—‘libﬁs }?Mis.h, an@i};z (;rive; thf;rf; iimngdi:;}teéy The Pastoral Symiphony.

./ PrEaye Iheir: story. round cases ol infanbile-dn his gig, guided by the child. He finds| gy, paranel s to. Gertride's ady e,

- ‘ephthalmia; in" one;case. carable at an ad- he old woman already dead and watched| for ¢ will be remeabered Tt thy ey,
" wanced age, in‘the other not. .7 by & neighbour. . Ini the corner of the hovel| yorjous American was not merely blind but

Bhe’ “blind “which are happily o
“namerous. . Tn-each of the’ temarkible

“Prodigue,” farcical i
" Vatican,'” and sinister i ; S
_-IBut: there-is one iide who shines beyond she can put up with:

proves to be a girl.of about fifteen, the
niece and last survivor of the old woman's
[amily. © The neighbour “knows nothing
‘fbout “her, save that she was born blind,
¢ find - seems ~ to “be aimost ai iliot.  She
ever speaks' nor:responds to the human
oice, this being explained: (I think a little:
“Namely) by the’ statement  that her old
niit, being *herself - stone-deaf,  never -ad-
-dressed.a. word to her. :She will have to go
#o: the workhouse "or ‘the civic asylum. =
;- An’immense. pity:sutges - up.in the heart
of ‘the ‘impulsive . and:-‘sentimental pastor;

i the  thirteenth -century, to pay.

. 1 b waif ‘and stray. He lifts
“'her into his' gig, “and “drives her to his
-home. " - She is :incapable ‘of ‘response, and.
_¥inks’ like 'axi ‘inert mpaés "at his feet. - They

‘sists.in the rapidity -with-which:

claim upon his;
‘end he determines without reflection’ that|,

‘son, 'who ‘is ‘only:a

"arrive-at.the manse; and then. the difienl
;%ies of ‘the situation begin to occar to Him(]
- His wile, a practical -2nd ‘unimaginative]
i*-gnatron, slready has difficulty in bringing
¢ ‘up their considerable” family ol boys and!
‘girls, -and. .desires nothing so little as a
- blind, . perhaps imbecile;. and certainly. ex-
- tremely dirty addition” fo her charge.

P
whos

" achools of anthorship; -and while he seems | The Aw,‘dkeﬁﬁ!‘g &fié,c»oﬁ.sycious‘neés;é
%o'be ix ocoasional sympathy. with theni all, - Hos hi;
;; fii}glzcix‘ﬂ;‘alfﬁli:{edpm' :m:a. His own -~ Yold ‘with-extrasrdingry humour and pene-
‘work follows no particular line, snd; ex:

qu‘é‘ir'e'r-—ﬁndfthifs patt_of the tale is’

tration—Amélie. (for: ‘that" is tlie name
o I . " wof the pastor's wife] belongs to-the class
£ept.in style; it is difficalt to see any unity i o hark is worse than their bife. She
of purpose in the Gide who is paradoxical | gxpatiates in arguments to show that this

i ‘Bver sinde another Frenchman, Louis IX., 84uats what looks like a heap of rags, but| o” deaimute as. well,.. The. difficulty- in

Laura’s case, a difficulty. which long seeme:
insuperable, was “that  of pevetrating to
conecisusness at. all where- every communi-
cating sensation; exoept fouch, was absent.
But ‘the :Yesemblance of M. Gide's sym-
pathetic hergine ‘to: Laura. Bridgman coun-
h- her native-
intelligence responds-to-persistent stimulus
from without: The pastor {s-indefatigabl,
and as his pupil expands-and responds, her
is tender-care develops into'an.
the 1 g

ever,-escaps” ‘the’
Amélie, nor the: curi

it older . than: Ger-
trude.’ Sl TR e e
<A climax is reached ; the ‘blind: girl is
about eighteen: years' of. age, -when “the
pastor:takes hee into’ Neuchatel o4, con-
cert; ‘where the Pastoral’Symphony is_per-

' formed. The music exercises an overwhelm.

ing . effect- .npon . Gertrnde’s sgnses; g
seems. to ‘break ‘down’ the -last ‘moral*and’
intellectual barrier between her’and .. the
normal world; her blindness only. excapted..
She is like onie drowned 'in-ecstasy, ‘and she’
sks, *‘Is what, you see really as beautifnl
as:that? ' the haroionies of the'composer
having. painted for her, as'it wore, 3 new”
world, not as’'we see’it, but ineffable in
innocence and purity. These transcéndantal

emotions merely inflame to a still higher
pitch ‘the passion i the unfortinite. ani

in . ** Paludes,”’ whimsical in "+ L'Enfant’ proposed act.of hospitalify is Preposterousy soy geluded pastor.

~* Les ‘Caves du ‘and that, for her part, five unruly childre

She storfe, and thd
;

pasior veflesss, - UAx she spokn. <ome iy

oo L Immoraliste. - ©f Ner own-azsas much, anid mc;re.'tha§ The Privileg‘eof Innocerice.

Bat a blow falls. He ix in his chapel one
day. while Gertrude. whe Las teen taught



{ to play, is improvising on the organ. iue
{ pastor’s eldest son, Jacques, enters without
i seeing his father, who watches the. expros-
sion on Gertrude’s face as she weloomes
rone who, evidently, addresses her as 2
Jover. The pastor steals out, elunned Lut
{ unobserved, his ‘'whole aspect of life
changed by this revelation. The reader
mugt follow for -himself the extremely
moving and ingenious scenes which now

resistance. of the mother, the-piety of. the
| #on, and the purity and unconsciousness -f

her radiant darkness. dmong these- for-
mented souls. :

Gertrude’s eyes.may be safely operated on.
and- this is performed, with entire physi
success ; but with: her blindfiess she 1
her joy, her serenity, and her unconsci
ness.of evil, so that the pang of disco
i too sharp for her-io
}and Jacques, abjuring

¢ Protestant tradi-

tion, enters the Ch,urcli:,oi.;_Rome and takes'|

vows of celibacy.: For theém 'all; for- the
heart-broken - pastor - himself most- of all.
the whole episode is-a comn
divine' words: ** If ye wers'blin ‘
‘not hive sin!” . In her cecily, Gertrude
knew no law, and lived. " But when her
world was. invaded by light the command-
ments asserted themselves, and she could
not do otherwise than die.
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B

depict the struggle of the father to retain |
his false position, the mute but determineéd. |

the innocent blind enthusiast, moving in |

At length the surgeons decide that |

ntary-on the [
ind-ye wonld |

duré.. ‘She dies, |




