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M GIDE TN THE CcOXQO
ANBRE G, Teavels in the Cango, e
fated  froan’ the French By Doy
Bussy, iRKaopt, 33s )
1 oty 1o anent thar ol parts of the
;:lnlh* A BoW oty T inspeetcay, that nn
travelhrs van ‘wn\g ek epnarts ol thws e
volbars jand npexgested. Amd vt ane e
Mot sl peanpesilions, at any e to tose
Whar siay at botine, far the sthsetee of unex-
placd countries 1 For the naanelions soen
ardens to s onventomaily aoandie.,
Oredunds annd sracoediles e the sommonplaces
of Wesatire and the antheepophagt mere
solwadbioys” canmbals.  After thie st oxe-
plorers there e oo swn thuss who seek
to popuat the tisa sduwk of sarprse by artis
ficinlly beyghtenmg the romanee, Bat by now
st be apparent that no mnount of rhetors
ival culour vin restore the first imetest of une
fatlinrity, and tsavellors must, i 1hey ame to
erest, wse not only their begs anl their eyes,
bat their intelligenes, M. Gide exproasly in-
teneded to vt " off the braten tenok ™ and to
weretrate into the ieart of the countey which
e wins to Vit but he was ever vory fur away
either fivin dopita fur petrol, the iniguities of
rubbor colnpaniies or telegeaph poles,  In the
heart of darkness he leams that M, Valéry
hias been clected to the Academy, His appetite
for wonder, and that of the rader, must
chiefly be exercised on sueh things as butter-
fliea, plants of which the flowers are grey,
and the beautiful shapes of gome mntive hats,
The reat 15 only for the mtellivence, or for a
sonsibility  whah caunot. e content with
simple marvels. ,

M. Gido's privary motive in nwking this
voyage--after all, suffivicutly anduous for a
literary man presumably used to camfort-—
was not perhaps 80 very refiote fron that of
varly tmmvellery, curiosity, interest. the varions
motives which every une has for travelling and

* to'which une gives the narie pleasie on ope's
port.. 16

ris travelling cranpanions asked
m what he was ’Fning aut for he would

answer that he would soe whin he got there,

-But he had -also ‘s secundary motive, which

seeqns to have had offivial approval-- to ex-
plure the abuss of Government, the hardshi

of the natives, the tyramy of traders, rightly
ing that a simple tourist might discover
ial person. He did .in fact

admirably --no very casy thing to do--avoid-
ing all rhetarnic nevermaking conventional

in the naiie of humanity.” He simp)
“appeals u th nply

v such abuse affect o sensitivo
pent tusive offective than niost

mind, an argy
hew, - Unliko miany clever and even

fine

| sensitive travellers who nwud eonienl their

R TG
s y - with sentinwutality.
He sinply behaves IE: a nan of feeling,

v Daoubtloss this was eastor fur fitn than tor the

mdim?- travellor, sinoo ho hape 16 right
sutrie of the wiongs which he oharrved,
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CHe  found the _natives charming  and
sincalarly honest, Todesd it s evvions that
ey sre it even awere put upen than

they ave, sinee they are extrenely patient,
amd dncapable of  striking w bargain,
Appnienily i soane distriets they alwayx

. vhange the white man abont o thitd of the

price Jor thow ey that they wordd ask of
another antive,  OF course they we stupid,
but, as M. Gide sags, it I8 the honest,
stupidity of animals,  They eannot properly
underatand weights and wmeasures: so that the
campunies which employ them to pick rubber
canly oxploit them nor can they sven count.
wongy when thin beewnes at all diflienlt,
They wspond at alee to the slightest kind-
ness, and yet M. Gide found that thase who
tard control of thom often thought that they
coulid not b managed except by the harshest.
wmeaswes, M, Gide, it should be said, strikes
one ax an unusually impartial observer, not
at all prejudiced against the Government or
the traders of Ws own country ar anxious to
prove the perfect nubility of the savage, -

But this diseovery of abuses was fortunately
only a4 minor part of M. Gides  journey.
Most of his phwrvations were made for their
own sako,  Ho has the m‘}mnity of making
everytiing interesting, whether it is an
account of the habita of hookworims which
burrow inte_the feet, the effects of heat, the
hehaviour of termites, the dances of natives,
or his alfection for an engaging animal, o
putto, of which he made a pet. M. Gide goos
ito all the cireumstances of hin journey in
murh wore detadl than most travellers, but
he I8 nover uninteresting and is often delicato
and subtles,  Travelling provides for him a
perpetual flow of incentives to thought and
u constant - enlargement: of the sensibility,
Mme. Bussy's translation is  admirable,
One would not guess that it is & translation,
sinee sho has so definito a style of her own,
a style not artificial but literary, The book
1w greatly improved by some exeellent photo-
graphe, which do not appear in the Freneh
edition,




