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© M. Pierre-Quint's is apparently the first book
on"André Gide 16 be published in English.
ForM Gide'it is 4 fortupate charice, because
:M."Pierre-Quint- adduces -the -most interest-
ing “and " problematical  poinis. in. his work—
. taking them-info a field ‘of general discussion
n.2 condensed -and attractive manner. He
~does not: laboriously ‘chronicle, treating first
‘one:book and then ‘another, but:describes: a
' id -ethical” progression, . The.
suited to- M. Gide, whose
tions on’ himiself: he
it; after his: lucid prose
en’admired, is the .ultimate_appeal: (or
the dontrary)'of his work,” . . [0 0
. Gide, born in 1869, was’ the son of a
rispruderice - and- a ' wealthy
iag e dre’ lold; . béing
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** diverse thoughts one discovers
often in apparent contradiction with ‘eich
other.” His care and penetration  are
praiseworthy. . The individual morality
! may be epitomized by u ‘phrase: . Each:
, one must follow his bent ... . but in: an
! upward direction.” Each one ‘has. his

own good and his owm evil, and by
: following “his particular desires 21 man dis-
covers his true self. Thesin is to deprive any-
one of his characteristic savour. Aspirations
should  bear “some . relation 10" one’s ‘nature. . -
“ How many intelligences have been wrecked .
through seeking a perfection that is-unrelated . -
to their abilities.”” - Buf it would 'be unfair io
considér M. Gide as) a- miere advocate . -of
hedonism. - Having adapted one's morality to
one’s consciousness and- to life; one must bé
faithful to-it. . "7 7

All this may:be “described us lyrical and
vague ; and certainly not calculated’ to appeal
to conventional -and  traditional spirits, © A
logical ‘extremme of comment ‘would be:: that | .
under it an:act’is  judged: by results-only and .-
that-no one knows-beforehand whether he is
doing a'good.or bad thing. - The statement of -
the modern- psychologist ‘Stekel :is apposite :
*“No action:is in itself immoral. " It becomes |
soonly- ini -relation to’ time,‘cusrtbm,‘]éou‘ntr’y :

Gide at orie time desired was' simply ‘the ab-
sence -of these rel i ult of

points’ for s he new-extracts from
M:.Gide’s journal show: thelatest turnirigs of

‘But-on n question of artit . .-
nding ds at the -

5. grandes geuvres ne’ fious justiuisent: point tani. -
“qu’elles us “plongent dans unc. Sorte d’hébdtude.. .-

and environment.” The “ freedom " which M.~ -




