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By CAMPBELL NAIRNE
FLAUBERT was once asked what

sort of reputation would please
him  most.  “ That  of .a
corrupter of _morals,” he snapped.
André Gide is said to quote that story
with relish, and one “can undersrand
~why; he, too, has been called a
. démoralisareur. It seems incredible to
us -that Madame - Bovary could -have
led to the public prosecution of
Flaubert. on a charge of immorality;
- Fifty or.a hundred years hence. it may -
seem " equally incredible that a . con~-
temporary . critic could brand “Gide’s
. work - as “the most.-flagrantly, un-
' punished mtcllecmal and moral scandal
i of " the “century:” -

The ordmary nan, now “at last

becoming aware of Gide as § major ’

figure in European letters——perhaps .
. the most - important ﬁgure of  his:

i geueratxon——may well wonder what all o

| the “pother”was. about. Therc isan

; entry in7
i Juné 3, 1 el -
I intend”to0 give to’ those who read N
me strcng(h, joy; couragc, defiance ang
'persplcacxtv-—but 1 am abaye all careful
not’ to_give them: dm:cnons, judging
that thcy can - and’ must find: them by
xhemscivcs——l was’ about to say. “tin,
’themsclves T

In pursumg his aim he has sometunes
. expounded’ dangerous phllosophxes and ¢
Y

ventured . to. report .on . region:
human experience: wlm:h ciety:p
to leave - unexplored. ut: his fai
i fault there " w 3
“that’ hxs readers had' minds as adult’as
hxs owrl.

o-day “thie. hostile “voices are all
- The: Nobel award - has

endeavour and if.not %%
is "at “least respected——exccpt perhaps
“the” Communis

Compared thh Pmust, Duhamel
Romams, Roger Martin ‘and
- ‘other ‘writéfs' of :his
“knaivn: on - this- “side "of the. Channel, -
a cuuous irony; forihe” owcs ‘mor
‘than - any . of them’ to the masters o

of translati 0 -
. Shakespeare; Whnman, Tagore and:

i.Conrad would alone; justify the: honorary -

doctoraie that Oxfo d conferred on
- him last year. :

He. is- often spoken: of as a novehst,f 5
“but he hxmself considers - that-he ‘has. )

written ; only one novel (The Cot

feiters). “and. pre
‘other works of fiction as tales of satires.

The ‘ cun

elxst must: possess. -

Bchmd evcrythmg he ‘has -
that.

'temturc and has” repeatedly

fo.describe -his.

Enghsh Frenchman

he displays about other pe% not
the curiosity of the novelist. His goal is
self<ideatification. That is implicit in
pne of the réfléctions he confides to his -
diary : * The best medns of learmng
0 kqow oneself is seeking to understand
\)thers
A descnpuon af Gxde as he was |
uxty years ago—he i is now seventy-nine
—gives Us a picture’ of “a thin, tall,
palé’ young man: with a- black beard,
hrawn cloak, black felt hat, and in his~
Hand-a copy. of the’ Scripturés.” - That -

!ixst touch is-important’; he’ hae béen
alifelong:; student of the Bible and much’
B of his . work is- an 1nummanon of 1t$

of an’ astonishin COnVe
aul Valéry (“I’ ple
aul h

: ‘rrow

He has always been‘an: acute’ self-cmﬁc B
e realizes thit. heis .
s - that “the’ true i




