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; doggedly, determined to know what happened
Yo these two likeable people. Miss Pargeter,
‘%kmc\-cr. is equally de.evmmml that  nething
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ins; " Dr. Crosin has
then, and ot always

ts ‘perhaps this cemury s “greatest achu:vemem ji
titerature:.  He was ‘affected. b), but’ could - not
- ulnmately share inithe.

.Claudel ‘and Maritain. - His disenchanument .with
Soviet, Commumsm, ‘after d@ivisit-16 - Russia in
1936, came more rap:dly than with some. dthiers.
He has not_ forsworn:the ‘ideals for which inter-

national Communism claims to stand, But this |

life-long:: ifidividualist’ could ‘not. accept -the
bureaucracy, .the grandiose . cult of Sualin's per-
sonality, and, abose aH the narrow and perit

! 1magm ive- redlscovery‘
of Ciitholic- faith ‘brought  about’: by bis “fricnds.

* ke reader.
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hourgeois spirit which,: it scemed fo.him, pre-

vailed in the Soviet Unioa, and which he con-
counters.

sidered. in the profoundest - sense,
revolutionary. Since then he has lived to -see
France invaded, defeated, and finally liberated.
He remains amongst us, a courageous and . still
youthfully curious figure, whom' Europe defighis
1o honour.

Behind and beyond' M. Gide's lifelong sedrch

for truth of style and expression, yet at the same
time informing it, there has been his search for
God. He sees himself- as the Prodigal Son; who,
knows. that' he can never bz really far:from his

Father, wherever his wandcnngs may take -him." .
His. experiences’ ji*North :Africa” in 1894, when, .

under the mtclage of: Oscar.:Wilde, he-made
dm,ovcry of hls own nature and of: its, nsual

d ; his- ncipadon from
3 _narrow Punmn upbringing, - Buf’
shallow to regard the' Protestantism of ‘M. G
you:h merely “as ‘a starung pmm, some

from - which  he escape_q into_ imellecmal‘ B

emotional maturity.
sensé of ‘the pre-eminénce. of. indr
aver. all offier” values, _and. ol th

- the: niked Gos e

- hn splnmal progre
-grateful;
" Magn’s book s _often o
siyle - is prolix; whilé the author’s personahty loo .

but if has t
resome’ reading,

frequently: obtrudes itself between M. Gide a."od

and fusto ;. perhiaps * churlish 1o complmn
that “his mste in the selecaon af phrases--‘

“would:be’

‘confessed that VMr )

Mr. Mann has learnt to employ; the’
. English langua cwith a good deal of. freedom’
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N Roof Bosses
in Medleval Churches

C. I P CAVE
A remarkable gallery of- 368 photographs of unspoiled medieval carvings;

preserved from restoration or complete destruction often by sheer difficulty .

of access. “This has also for a long time kept details hidden, and Mr Cave’s
is ‘the ‘fitst general ‘study of the'subject. The bosses reproduced show a
Joyﬁxl vanety of rchgmus and secular scenés and figures. 355, net

T@ste: and Technique
in Book-Collecting

JOHN CARTER

B An account of the cycles and- patterns in book-collecung which have
- 'revealed themselves over the past-hundred years in this - country and
America; an exarnination’ of présent methods, and a graceful and witty

defenice of the, pursuit itself. :
"“The Sandars Lectures in Blbhography for x947 ) © 1SS met

. The: Shlpwrlght s Trade

SIR WESTCO’[‘T ABELL

: "A hvely aceount of shlpbmldmg from ‘dug-outs and the nver-boats of o
. the ‘Ancxent Egypuans to the steel mass—pmducnon of our own century
Lo A r.horouglﬂy good: book 2 Sthpmg World: - )
“Instructive to-the” layman and plcasurable fo the . naval archxtect -
Llayd Lm. CT I ) )

George Ehot

]OAN BENNETT

"It is.in the matter of illustration and elucxdauon that - Mrs. Benneétt-

reveals her own’ parucula: skill; and I thmk it-wilt be allowed that her
work;' although unpretcnuousm bulk, isa ma)or plcce ofhterary cri st
C.E: vuu.mm in:The. Spectator. - :

" “This wreﬁ:l and penefrating study should help 1) qmcken the nsmg
appreciation of one for whom Mrs Benaett claims that she-was “thesgreatest’
- Enghsh novelist of her time, and pomted forward to subsequent dcvelop-

ments in the'art of fiction>.” LETTICE COOPER in sze and Ttde 105, 6d. net
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especialiy the would-be hearfy journalistic cliché

-is sometimes excruciating.

it is pleasant to turn to the civilised €éase of
M. Gide's own journals, of which the second
volume has now -appeared. The .translator
would seem 1 have done a competent job of
work in rendering the intimate and informal, yet
restrained and classical manner of his original.
The vears 1914 to 1927 which this volume covers
were important in M. Gide's development, and
saw the publication of Les Caves du Vatican,
La. Symphonie Pastorgle. Les Fa:lxu)\«lunnnyerim
and Si e Grain ne Meurt. These were works, in
which the auothor widened the scope. of his
exploration of the human personality-—its search
for seif-realisation and its need of God. As
with' many other ‘writers of a réstless and curious
spirit. M. Gide has always felt the need to
accompany his spiritual pilgrimage with'a series
of actual journeys—inio distant Jands and alién’
cultures. From. July, 1925, to June, 1926, he
was occupied with a:voyage {0 the Congo. ‘What -

he recorded of that voyage forms po part-of the, -

journal, and will not be found. here. -But it is
of sxgmﬁcance to the.story ; for.the horrors of
African colonial exploitation which he’ witnessed,
and courageously exposed. impressed on him the~
truth that he who. follows a gospel: of- personal
realisation_ cannot afford to-'tolerate’ what" dis-
honours the personahty in other men. = ‘
For-the rest, almost. eveyy: facet ar M Glde )
;,cmus finds expression - in° these pages: his

- psychological curiosity,’ his. demand’ for freedom ~ -

and frankness 'in the dxscusmon of sexual ques-
tions {especially . homosexuality); his love of
music, his shrewd. literary and philosophic ]udg—
ments, his continual- preoccupation with the
question - of religion. It is the 'informal’ record
of a-fundamentally honest. mind, - which refuses .
to 'be taken in by emotional <hams and faise
romamlcnsm {note - particularly his -irohic com:
ments on’ the sentimerital * Nature—mysncxs
af ‘Masteilinck, who claimed to- find * inte]
gence " in_ the adaption QE plants _to their
envnronmcms) - !

ideals ~and = Illusions: L. - Susan Slebbmf'

Waus ( Thinker's Library). - 3!6

THIS - book, now posthumnus]y repnn(cd in a
cheap edmou, has as great a relevance {0 cur-
rent worries as it had when it was: first- pubs
lished in 1941, WE.See to'live in_an age of =
foud. talk, p d by louder: explosions. Not
since. the French -and  American re\oluuons has
there been so much- talk of ideals and rights ‘and
freedoms. - But "unfol tiinately, alxhough this talk -
reflects our recdgnmon of a'threat 1o’ the ideals
of Western cmhszmon, “the, very : imminence’. of
the - threat bas enzouraged _an mdiscnmmatc.v
cmouonal use ‘of abstract words, Jike. Freedom, -
‘Spiritual - Values, smd lhc lmportance o[ lhe'
Individuali y
‘Miss Slebbmgs object, in Ideals- and IIIu.uon.r
was 1o try and cledr up some of the, nomense"'

- -which- resulis from such abuse. of abstractions.
Her method was (o unalyse pamcular ‘examples .-

of muddied thinking, saken:{rom emmentvwmers N
(such~ng “B." H, Carr. 9\1{! Lord - Lin qav) m O
various fislds of thought-—political; -saciok .

ethical, ctc.—and to’ show not-only ‘where the' -
*'muddles occur (by L‘Xacll) pin-pointing velevint
i dlsuncuons) but also why they sound ‘so ylaus—

ible. "The resultant polemtics are snmulanng,
iHuminating, and al the same’time constructive,;’
For Miss Stebbing. was onc of the few pmfcs-
sional phxlosophcr> who -tatked sense and who
also’ had .2 genius for making the sense clear to

laymen. ~ RUPERT CRAWSHAY-WILLIAMS.






