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“Isabelle,” the first of these
- “Two Symphonies,” was printed
© in 1931, Gide had published al-
ma? *The Immoraiist” and “Strait Is the
Gyt and. ¥ot sopst- eritics <Usinissed 15 as
a ‘work of mmlﬁnn This much-abused
_ﬁm falls fat when applied to a Gide, for
s mdmme explomr of techniques
'ms themes i always on the alert, forever
mnﬁag the perspectives of contemporary
fiction. mtthecnnmknawwaschat
. somsthing “different” had appeared, and
~ thay Iazily proceeded to conceal thems€lves
o misty tautology. Separated by & score
of m from the publication date,of “Isa-
belle,” me&n now see this narrative"as

allections, wishes to marry her. “Now
an . instinct as sure as the voice of con-
_science  warned me . that this marriage
must be prevented,” says the pastor to him-
self in typically Gidean language—an in-
stinct as sure as the voice of conscience!
- And .he goes on, searching . the oupels,
~.searching “in vain for commands, threﬁfs,
prohibmons . . . Al of these come

¥ Ffrom St. Paul. And it is precisely because
7 ‘they are: not to be found in the .words of
"_Christ that Jacques is dlsturbed Souls like

- -hi§ think themselves lost as soon 88 they are

~.deprived . of their props, their nandrails,
their fénces. And besides, they cannot en- e
dure others to enjoy a liberty they have ‘
resxgnep, and want to obtain by compnl-
sion what: would readily be granbed by

" love “Therein les- the culminating move=-- -
ment" of this peril s’ - “Symphony”: [8t. - 1
Paul and 0_111'15& Christlanil;y and: chrlst,_
. vhallenge each other, wage ‘open war zs love’ .

-~ disintegrates’ into -atoms;” into “what Lalou -

. jhas 50° happily - termed, “the ~polygamy, ot

; a:sa.mwsterystory somewha simﬂarto
!mt uf conrse more noherent and subtle

, in front sf him Condillac s,

jngly the: pastor “falls in” love;;

, and. he engages ina duel of-
,' eldest sot. Jacques; a theo-'
bb';t who has won part ot‘ her

C ot amhxguiﬁes Two teliglous attxtudes'failed
st. Paul and C‘hnst failed the heart and

geIs" sank - ihto: the. abyss of isiniil !
“Excepg a.rorn of wheat fail lnt.o the’ ground )
; : g

" ing the whole"_{

2 sweet e

< of the dnngerous parable ‘of 'the lost sheep.
AR elderly Protestant pastor finds & destl- .
tube, ignorant. blind gn-l (Gextrude) and
) takes ‘her’ home with hxm The pastor’s wife, -
kept busy,by ﬁve other ‘chﬂdren, is not at S
~this new’ tespomxbxhty

“opacity:” It is’a most exciting expenence, i
1o follow onerafter anothér’ these two very: ¢
dlfferent “Symphomes, for one enJoys
. Gide in “tWo diﬁerent moods, always. BUr-:
L ipnsmg and. challenging "_'I‘he phantoms ;rom )
.“the’old" castle;” projected:through
St ciously archaic and-Hazy language of -
““Isabelle,” linger awhile as:one enters.thes:
- - tormenting dx;”'a of* “the: fervently warm,
' limpld “Pastora: S,mphony L ’




