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wo Symeuoxies” by André Gide:
translated from the French by

T

Pastorale, arc offered to American read-

revicwer’s opinion, they have not been

form, of first-person narrative at which

nicely. Isabelle, a tale of illusion and

short masterpieces. They are great talk-
ing points for those who are more inter-
ested in the man than in his work and

i

F. L. R.

Dorothy Bussy (Knopf, $2.50). Under
: this title, two of Gide's most perfect
o~ narratives, Isabelle and Le Symphonie =

ers. These arve, with La Porte Etroile,
among Gide's early works, and, in this

surpassed as examples of the récit, that

the French excel. They disclose Gide’s |
style in its purity and clarity, and, as ¢
stories, they are so direct-and vivid that
he is a dullard indeed who, having be- T
gun to read one, can lay it aside unfin- <
ished. The stories balance each other =

who persist in denouncing him as a dan- -
gerous misogynist. But this reviewer,
who isn’t worried about that, always
" recommends them and La Porte Etroite -
~ as the things to b.zin Gide with, and .
s delighted that they are now available
2 Dorothy Bussy's admirable transla-

disillusion, opens with one of the most [
ominous seencs in contemporary fiction
and moves with measured emphasis to [
an abrupt, bitter end. La Symphonie .
Pastorale mounts by perfectly graded ™
steps from pathos to tragedy. All read- -
ers of Gide are familiar with these two .



