n. TCgH“s
t most part ummmouq.

It has been praised for almost as
‘many freasons as it has found read-
. ers, but 21l come away from it with
" the feeling that here is something
genuinely  new, signihicant, and
provocative,  Thus Gide has been
-} .compared varivusly o Balzac,
. Fielding, - Dickens, - Thackeray,
Flaubert, Proust; Tolstoy, -and
Dﬂsroevskv. it is a snfﬁuenrly
Catholxc assortment, “but_it i5 m-
" dicative of the respect in which
" suddenly he is held and of the
diversity of the effects he has on
his readers.  The truth is that. here
is one of those rare books which
re-create themselves with each new
eadmg and which must, of ne-
, ewasity, -mean different things to
- different persons simply  because
e no’ two individuals view life in
preci:c{y the same. way. Likc life,
it is not all of a piece; it is a vast
 meszic in which each separate tile
*. s been laid by a master hand.
_ GGide’s earlier books—three of
, his fictions and a study of Dos-
~ ‘toewsky have been published in
:{’ English—have had to face an al-
T most complete  indifference  in
L America.  Sirait Is the Gate (La
~~ Purie étroite), one of the maost

the Puritan conscience that have

-.'.,«.

-able for three years; Lafm:lmr
‘1dvmmres (Les Caves:du Fati-

;I‘, :
* tive story, with the salt of pene-

‘in 1925, Neither book-

& _:' delicate and searching anaiyses of

ewsr “been written, has been avail-
1, a -faniastic romance which -

B>, _ubines the elements of a deéfecs-

fratmg satire, “was published . here, -

Andre Gide
AND HIS GREATEST BOOK

THE COUNTERFEITERS

ANDRE GIDE 5 coming inte his own in America. Of The

Courr!rrfeurrs out less than two mogthwmﬂd\
-hee d e responee of ¢ritics and public alike has been for

cess of The Counterfeiters are not
far to scek. They are to be found
n its nowlty, its compelling
honesty, its audzc:ty, its profound
humanity ; in it$ sheer artistry and
overwhelming, power. The:c ate
some twenty characters in the
story. Woe pick up and follow fur
a time the thiread of-their several
interrelated lives. “There is a com-
plete absence of the vsual parapher-
malia of the novel—no elaborately
contrived backgraunds, no ‘set-
tings,” no clogging artempts to
explain these characters m terms
of external conditions, Gide is
concerned with the inner mani-

festativns of the. spirit; he has no

time for mere intefior decoration,
Events .spring from cvents as
spontancously as in life. The
characters come  together, part,
advance, recede; their destinies are
being shaped' by forces which they
neither contrel 'nor know. The
book comes to no- conclusive end;
indeed, it has no real bcgmnmg
All this has a dzceptive air of im-
provisation; and Gide improvises
a5 in n larger sense does life ftself
—lavishly, with seeming gratuity,
But. bzhind “this apparent artless-
ness thiere is concealed che hand of
the crafrsman, a novelist of L,cmus
whose concern . for. the purity of
‘his ‘art has in no. wise lessened the
human .interest of his W riting,
“In-the expecration” that jt may
coritribute somiéthing to the ap-

preciation of "his werk, the pub-

hsher has prepared an illustrated

~has-as et rmade any - |
{7 great: :mpressmn on,ﬁ, .
. Xth’e’ Americait. reading - }."
1= "public if: sales are to .
} ..'\\ be taken-as-an indica-
} “tan of a books real
: ﬁucccss—-and © imper-
fect as t}mt method
‘ay be, it remains gur
“only. pracnczl one,
" Both books stand in’
the very front rank of
Gide’s work, as does
L!mmqmlmr soon 1o be tranz,-
Tated. Ir is to be hoped that the
public which ‘now accepts - The
‘Counterfeiters. will extend its
. curiosity to embrace these former
‘products of the same pen, -
The reasons {nr the present suc-

Alfred A. Knopf

- tains .a short biogra-
phy, ?thc history  of
.] some.-of his mere im-
| portant’ buoks, and &

and tendencies. Tt
will ‘be mailed free

“And if }ou have
not seen  the de-
scriptive: catalogue of

S al BORZOI
BOOI\b published in Autusn;
:1257 ‘will you ‘not ask for that

BY ANDRL GIDE:

Strait It the Gate, $2.50; La[mdm
Adventure, $2.50; THE CDl’\TI‘R
FE!TI:RS, $3.00; Dostoranky, $2.5m,

' Publisﬁer, N.Y.

eight-page circular on
| André Gide, . Tt con-

discussion of his ideas -

. upon request. .
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