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LTHOUGH we are  on the
| threshold of the. permd when
eri:

iy
He was not much'
, wice 12 when. “he
“put, ms plan into executxon And
A dré! Gide -was but 20 ,when he
resolved ‘on. }andmg at, the Congo (3

{ing. -M. Gide, ~whose novel
Counterfeiters"

! ',stylists of post-war France.
;. [els’in the Congo'’"
3 hlsrAmerican aud:en ‘e

yand on reitm-nirng'f to V—t,he- -Goast

across the Camercon. The naira-
tive of this. journey, translated
frorn thé author's French by Dor:
othy Bussy, is sharp in its obser-

‘| vation, panoramic in its enﬂrety

and indelible in its: concise: record-
“Phe
has not* eseaped
memory, isamong the distinguished
‘"rrav—-
honld 1ncteas

. oz’ sight

uses. Every —now -and

thé: place::-of ~reeds; rbut

1 whether it -be shrubs or. weeds

the vegetation is continua_.!ly en-

BE cros.chmg ‘on the river.

‘pleasant, ' shade of mango.

| trees, a few: huis.and an indolent -

. 'population infrontof them.. Some-

" marvelous - butterflies.” The - air

blows .so  light, " so  suave, so.

- yoluptuously soft, that one seems

ta be breathing deliciousneas

The voluptuousness of tropu:al
Afnca is &’ note that recurs again,
and " again, altemating with ‘the:
note of .cruelty,  the -cruelty of

'fr Gide 8! pages, Are vast]y ‘better

‘enormovs flat_reaches which my. ‘| sma
- | “eyes-search in-vain’ for- the: “hip- "
- popotam’
O |, then the vegetatwn on the banks
3 1,,grlc:ws thlcker, ‘shrubs. and ‘trees

the writer explains that Africans
;cannot

“*Their braing,” writes Gide,

ndre Glde Journeystothe Congo
171 fhe Tra‘vel Dazry of the French Novelist the Spell of the Dnr]z
Contmem Is Admzmbly Reﬂe(‘ted

éruelty of hative i

natives, . -the
toward native., Life is cheap in
the * Congo; nature taught. the

blacks i.that truth. eons ago, and|
they have followed nature’s. teach-
ilng thoroughly The white - man; |
‘when he came, was. mot only anj
apt pu;ﬁl ‘but: in . many. ways he
improved on the fiendishnéss of the
black. ' Altogether, it" has heen a
sorry picture. Audré Gide, it should .

today than’ in the past. The French-
man, however, makes one sage re-' g

“Until
| ,his worth‘

v

clear:. ‘Followin :the ‘report ot the |
trial -of the chie[tam in which. no
very proﬁtabae Fesullt was achieved,
exceépt for the black's removal and
‘the setting up in h!s stead of an-
other probably no more competent,”

. understand = the word
“why”, that when ' asked for- the
cause. or reason, ‘of sn’ act they
took the questlon to mean, in what
manner - was the act performed.
‘‘gseem
incapable of forming a connection
between cause and noffect:!” .

Apparently the A_t’rican
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tribes

i

mouth nn ma.kmg a dircuit mland

Eumpean in his oontaet ‘with: the

’8.’

of
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9 American Indians have
1 ported to differ: with one the buts
e’ 'would 'be: squalid: and tH- shaped
erith snother, if not- exactly clean,
t‘they would at least, possesﬁ sym-
. i'metry; the members of one tribe
olwould be cheéérful and’ helpful
nlthoee of annther treacherous and
jill-tempered; one people would
5! show no Nittle intelligence, others

AM ked Dancer tvf the B:lglan Congo

differ gquite as markedly from cn-‘r
.(another as the yarious tribes of
been re-’

would be hopelesa!y stupid Danc-

4ng was found to be the principal

dive'-saon of the native. especially
on the pnrt of ‘the wcmen who
danced at the entrance of “every

village.”” This dancing, one gathers,

is - something wholly spontaneous
and not ic be confounded with the

-tribal dances fof the e‘torctmng of

demons “and: the Testoring of the
sick, ' Parenthetically, it may be.
‘remurked that André Gide takes
jssne with writers whp oo that



thrcu h, the Qsmeroons the party"
: ‘upon- the vi - )

'béautjr; A beauty “alf.the. moré re
: markable because unaccauntable. .
The: Mnssas ‘hut[he. wzites];, =

‘ .;_resemb’les no: other, ‘but it is not .
- only oA

{pure curve of-its lne, which i
unintérrupted’ “from | aae to.sum-+* -
| ‘mit,” seems’ to. have been-arrive




