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A French Novelist

Penetrates Africa

| TRAVELS IN THE CONGO—By Au-
| dra Gide; Alfred A. Knopf, New
b o York: &%
§ On July 21 while nearing the we:
ern ceast of Africa on ihe “Asis
Andre Gide started kesping a diary
in which he noted pecnliarities of
the people he met and of new scenes
as the ship touched at various point
on the coast before arriving at Braza
ville, on the Congo River. This prac
tice he maintained more or less in
termittently until the fourteenth of
the following May, when the partyy
consisting of two white men anhd from
60 to-88 porters, arrived at Douals on

“the porder of Nigeria. They had com=;
pleted a great circle, ‘whose farthest:

swestern point was Rafai in the

‘glan Congo, and northern poini, Lak Thook has been translated into Eng-!

L ‘ . .o+ilsh as “The Counterfeiters,” and has:
One of his first observations on-ihe; :

'Chad:

‘character of the natives —
through the eyes of their gulers:is;
“The less infelligent ihe white ‘man
‘18, the  more stupid ‘he “tninks fthe
black.” He finds-a silccession of “yil-
L34pes along ithe road, 5. O
_cearas, rice, nnilet, malze; castor oil,
: cotton, taro, Ofl ‘palms and bananas

[ are grown; but point
' are only
; the people arc not of high - grade.
jthey have been subjected only w0
vears, before thas they lved in the
bush. and the oider among them will
not let themselves be tamed. There
are jarge quantities of children ahout,
and some of them,
1 motor approaching, sit, or lie down
in the middle of the road.
Monolony Depressing.

AL Bambari he sees a dance given
Ihy the Dakpas in which 28 iittle boy
dancers. painted white from head 1o
foot, and wearing spiied
| qance gravely in Indian Ale to the
sound of 23 earthen or wooden trum-
pets. On December 9, having arrived
at Bossoum, he gives the sum of his
impressions of the journey as follows:
i “The absence of individuality, of in-
! sividualization—the impossibility of
differentiating—which depressed me
s0 much at the beginning of my bur-
ney, is what I suffer from tay in the
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‘wheré ¢rops. 0f

5 out that these
the miask of prospérity, for

when they see the;

heimets, .

! hdscape. From oue end af the hori-
:Ezon 10 the other, wherever my ¢€ye
: settles, there is not a single point to
| which I wish to go. But how pure the
| air is! How beautiful the Hght!”
while ascending the Logone River
! in whale boats, crafts aboul 40 feet
‘ lonz. made of plates of sheet iron and
P with @ roofing of mats arranged
srch-wise in the middle, Gide noles
1at there is nearly 40 degrees differ-
ence of the shade temperature be-
1ween day and night. The natives
i light fires at night and use hiankets,
{wut their toil in the hot sun In the
;da_\'tim& taxes many and preumonia
!is frequent among them. Laler he
wotes thal the thermomeler registers
05 degrees under the veranda, and
13 degrees in the viilage of Mala in
i the afternoon, This was on March 19,
! The Iast stage of the journey is over-
{land to Yaounde, where they iake a
j.trein to Dounla where a ship is about
i1 sall for France.

Comparison With His Fiction.
While (sid» was in the bush he re-.
ceived word that his novel “Les Faux-
‘Mcnnayeurs” was published. This;

bocome widely known,  parily be-

| cause 50 many nave claimed that it is:

‘sg modern in its psychological ramifi-
i cations that they did nat understand
 it. Another nove!, “Lafcadio’s Adven-
! tures,” originally “The Vatlcan 8win-
i dle,” a farcial story of adgventure, has
E: also been iranslated and puolished

{ over here. To one who has read his.

i brilliant novels, this book of travel

| may. not prove t» be up to expesis-
| tions, In the flrst, place, it is a mat-
i ter-of-fact, day-to-day record such as-
{ any merchant, in the Congo ~n busi-
i ness, might have kept in his travals
| The notes appear 1o have been left
jas originally made. and nect worked-
i over and expanded imto a running
\arrative, Neither the natives nor the
+o be inleresting.
above the devices

i country appear

! Gide, of course, is
| of false coloring, romanticizing and
gsuppre.ssing or derogating practiced
: by some travel writers. All {1 coun-
: he passed through was under con-
s trol of the government, the natives in’
‘touch with civilization were engaged
iin primitive indusiry under French
| direciion. AS Gide had no contaets
i other than these of the tourist, he
| geeps someihing of tho topurist view-

ipoint. As a frained observer. he sets
Ldown the siznificani fapis,  and

|gpends less tume than e yender
¢ wishes in telling what he thinks about
“them, A H,




