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André Gide 1n Atrica

Travels in the Conge, by André Gide. New York:
Aifred A. Knopf. 375 pages. $5.

HERE. is -a malicious and melancholy pleasure in

» comparing the relative literary, ,‘%nportance of a work
~such as'this present volume, “Travels in. the Congo,” with
“the works of Mr."Martin Johason, for example, on the

eastern territory of Equatorial Africa. The latter will be
much more popular than André Gide’s journal of his trip

“to Lake Chad, but of the superior value to human thought
“of the -Frenchman's observations there can. be no doubt. -
" ‘And this is the opinion -of a reviewer who has been unable,
- s0.far; to read.£The Counterfeiters,” in spite of numerous

determinied: attempts |

o M. Gide; i:l;ef,‘illuStrioué'no’veliétk:of‘f France, made a |
 fourney of some official significance, which is not adequately -
< explained in the book. The jacket aninouncement, to which

. Fittiographical ‘data and many irrelevant . particulars_con-
" ceruing . 1. Gide's forthcoming. novel;  “A" School .for

" one paturally turns - for this inforiation, bears brief -

! Whives” “Rut when @ travel-book is piced at five dollars;: :

. the veader has a right to expect some ‘attention-to. his igno-

= rance ‘of current French affairs. - Throughout the reading -
[ of the hock one-is-bothered by the failure to comprehend
just how and wuy a novelist sixty years: old, instead .of !

_arriving. in-New-York to be féted and lionized by intel-

- lecrual America, goes on-an official journey. involving such
. singular hardships: And “one regrets, In a book of neatly -
- four hundred pages, the lack of an. index to locate. the iin-
' numerable references. It may scex‘n;c;‘.gﬁbujs‘, but when the -

" average intelligent citizen ‘pays a.gnod 1 boo
“ean’ dispense with “a note on the type in’ which- this book.

- 4s set up.” - But if he have any vital interest at all'in-the

brice for a buok, he

" subject o the author of such'a book, hie will want an index. -~

* "The point of
. of M. Gid

lass European mind. - M. Gide says memorable things, and

- - graphs.. But the-publishers -are in:error when- they im- ..
**agirie that “Travels in the Congo”- depends for- its value -
SR

“- upon “the simple- truth”. about- this particular”part ¢

"t an

‘these criticisms, of course, is that the book -
mportait.. 1t is-the, production-of ‘2. first:

. his fcllow traveler makes delightful and arresting ‘photo- -




Airxc:m sceue. What holds us is the spectadte o. .. .




