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TRAVELS IN THE CONGO. By AnpRri
. GipE. Translated from the French by
¢ DoroTHY BUsSY. Knopf. 1929 $5.

In picking out André Gide to accompany
3 commission sent o investigate administra-
five conditions in French possessions in
africa, the Fiench Gevernment paid 2 de-
cerved tribute O his extraordinary powers
of observation and to his cqually great gift
of sympathetically understanding what he
ecs. His «wTravels in the Congo,” which
has probably served as his report to the
French Government, takes the form of an
ntermittently kept journal.

Gide often forgets the jungle round him
in meditations far removed from any it in-
spired. Their interspersion through  th?
journal is rather distracting t© those intent
on following the route of the commission,
though to others they will doubtless a d
value to the volume. Asa whole, it is 0ot

a pnrticu\arly absorbing travel work, espe-

clally to those familiar with the vivid and

‘comprehensive records of the Citroén Expe-

7 dirion and the works of many who have

L

Lisited the same region. The negligent
{anguor of an invalid shows itself in the

. pages describing the way to the French col-
_ony, and much space is devoted t0 matters
. of administration there which are of less in-

terest to American than t0 French readers.

The best of the volume is what Gide has to
say of the psychology of the natives, ©
their“dances, SORES, and rituals.  The book
is abuxi‘da{xtly sup_p}iedr_with pictures.




