i A map of ihe reglon showing 1!
!rm-\e followed by Andsé Gidge in
;"Th\'e]: in the Congo™ is a usefu! Ina

= (seh 1o the book. Withoul 11 ne would

'tfbe totaliy lost amoeng the unfamili

frrames, but lost in
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i Gide is a French critic and novelist

French writers look
and a model. He

observed by  cerlain
the Channel, Aldous Huxley

8 |te whom the young

jas a masier

ciasely
cr

Iy

L taken a number of useful tips from :
T Gide. especlally in “Peint Coonter
CPoint” {Doubleday, Dorany. The note-
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H

waking young novelist who is one of
ihe leading
-horrowed almost complete from Gide
e Counterfeiters” (Knopf}, Gide's
i pavels have beoen transiated, but have
nnt found any large public in either
TiFngland or America, He is a novelist’
inevelist and a critic’s eritie; he s ex

perimenial. tentative and highlr tech-
-nical. He has not much invention, and
inis rcharacters are cerebral, not in-
. : stinetive.

&

 seems ncisy and gauche hy comparison.

Andre Gide a Surviver
From the Nineties
Gide is not young.
1869, ‘Therefore it may bhe assumed
{lthat he has revealed his full capa-
| bilities, - He began writing In the
90s  and  was - a friend of
I wiltde. “Travels in the Congo” (Knopt)
4 i5 . dedicaled *‘to the memory
.{seph Conrad.” Gide speaks and reads
| BEnglish.
| This African journey would seem to
have been undertaken - in the right
traveter’s spirit, of restlessness and dis-
interested curiosity, He decided tfo
' make the irip ihrough the French and
Belgian Congo, to Lake Tchad and
‘,,h'ack. as a New Yorkér might decide to
g0 down to Coney Island, for fun. He
i hoped {or an exotic spectacle, of
j' eourse—~tropical fruite and flowers and
: beasts. dangerpus savages perhaps-but
all in the nature of a spectacle, an |

: apsthetic enjoyment.
Unf‘ormnat;ely for hig peace of mird,
%he was unsble to regard the Congo

i of a vivid landscape.
I'most ‘immediately as human belng_s.
 And their sufferings, the manner in
;whlch they sare exploited by 1iheilr
white overlords, engaged his sympa-
‘thies deeply.

The Congo Blacks
zAr»,' Siill Exploited
. He wag told frequenlly by resideut
Sw uu:s that fair play or ordinary cour-

iz

“They couldn't ‘appreciate
tertained doubis, Why =houid vot the
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his |

the company of a .

s also ;
wrilers

figures in Huxley's book is i

He is intelligent and much |
’mm‘e subtly perverse than Huxiey, who !

He was born in °
i

Oscar |

of Jo-

+Negroes as merely the darker shadows i
He saw them al- .

THER T HINGS,
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Andre Cida

He tried it, and found they did re-
spond with pathetic gratitude to his
'1*711(“{

They \\eren‘l, used to it.

They

,work by the Iash.

i The white "agents” of the European |

s rubber companies which expleoit  the
Conyo are tho worst in thelr Lehavier
stoward the Negroes, But, as Gide s
tingingly in a footnole, if the agents
are. honest, "it will do them Iarn.
The company will necessarily prei
agents who bring to their coffers more
than ¢an be brought in honestly. . .
‘The agent employs ithe natives to work
at rubber for 25 francs a month, plus
1 frans's worth of rations every Satur-~
day. ... They are what is called ‘volun-
teer laborers.” who prefer even this la-
mentable situation - to belng requisi-
tioned by the administration (for
{oreed labor).”
Tt is a depressingly old siorv. Rub-
her, by the way, is one thing which as

.

e

‘4 the nhativés was quite wasted. -
Gide en-":

. placks prefer to be paid for their abor !

" and.gobds snd 10 he spoken to as il
they wers HuUman rether than brutes?

* | Pontaine’s Pables.

narvesipd by

hand, No
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eiitAs

he does
Hat 2eem 1o have developed a mechani-
cal faciluy equal 1o that of the whites

He pas < jt. hur, if
is s1ii lateni. The hiack, then,
i .x{? nnder the “lyranny nf the ma-
which the roung invellectuals
we feeplv deplae, He
free! As much as
davs of Cheraps, when he
the 1hé
urged ihen as now ihe
the slave driver,

faces, max
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The Literacy Pabolum
Of & Modern Writer
A disturbing detail of Gide's noto-

= dust thad jun

o nnd un-
it with many illuminat-
3 his  slightly
record of

self-;
the books he read -

'mu'ing his lejsure moments on the trip. -
, T am rereading with rapture all La |

;0f & single quality he does not possess|

Inok:

ca skilltul one”
“Bosauet’s funeraj

oraiion on MHen-

ietta of England. . ., . I feel the
: iveliest admiration.”
"I have beenn rereading the first

{ihree acts of Mollére's
Pthrope.
It almost overpowered them. !

were
used to belng robbed. starved, driven 1o |

S there

. ¥irginia Woolf ftook her

nolewarthy

‘The Misan~

Y am st in a large cane alm-
chaly watching the shower drench the
iandscape and then immersing myseif
again in “The Master of Ballantrae, ~

Now the disciples of Gide wouldn't
be found dend reading Stevemson. Yet
ti maxter reads nim Uthwshiamed:

cely &ny mention of a
writer in these pages. Well,
ve it or not. Marcel Proust got his
‘ation from Ruskin.

b2

in

modern”
Lelic

from Proust,
Sterne. .
Maybe James Joyce draws his Hiterary
sustenance {rom the Roilo Bonks. '
An official biography of "Leopold of
the Belglans” (Century:, the

she keys her stvle {¢

roeyal |

provided one knows how to:
hut the eyve that looks must be:

promoter whose name was a European.

:\,candul ® generatmn Bgo because of
 his exploitation of -
1 has heen written
‘Lirh(ervelde and

“erowned” in a prize

Apd though !
idea of form '

¢ Belgian Congo. .
2y Comte Louls de’

i

‘eompetition judged by Paul Hymans,

Belgian Minister tor Foreign Affairs, |

“and other siate functioparies. It is

a

monument of discretion and a\*oidance.;
‘King Leopold ¢merges from the whites |
.

I can hardly think:

.

-wash hucket as a positive benefactor '
s

of the Congo blacks whom he “res-:

‘cued fromy primitive savagery.” Leo-

pold's private life is touched upon with
even more doilcain diseretion.  Iv is
that Leopold f{requently
to ihe couniry in R ’a*lgwage
¢ thr noblest ideplism.)
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