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All this is, however, subaidiary Lo what
eventually dominates his journey. In a
fooinote early In the book he wriles: “I
eould not foresee that the questions of
jomr dealing with the natives, which are
o distressingly urgent and which I had

hen only caught a glimpse of, would
engage my attentlon so much as to
the chiel interest of my jourmey

and that I should Aind in them the roi-
sor d'étre of my proasence in the country.
But I was soon to learn.”

“Ineoseibr to rleep, . . . 1 camnot
content mysed wiih saying, as so many
do, that the .y vev were still mare
wrelched befro: ©. french oamupation.
We have sfodhioed sspiosibilibies re-
garding thés « 1 » we have no right to
cvade. The Wewnse plty of what I
have seen had Tesen DNossession of me;
T know things W which I canoot recon-
clle mysell. Whet demon drove me to
Afriea? What die | eome out to find
this country?*

By Page T2 André J e has foond the
arswer to the guestion:

“What did I come out to find in thia
ooonkry? . . . “Iwss stpescs. . . .
I know mow. I must sprak™

Ha then prooeeds to sst down what

* e has seen of the formidable power and

influence of the great commerclal eoms
panies which explolt Africa; of what he
balieves to be the two terrjble impedi-
ments of the French administration of
equatorial Africa—want of sufficlend
stafl and want of suffeclent money—and
af | the - consequent wronge nom  whish
the natives suffer.

And he writer always with that quality
of temperance whish he so rightly be-
lieves o be essentlal in art.

Hyve of humanity, cae weleomes "Travels
in the Comgo” ns & meveletion of André

Cide hifself: for 1o journeying with
him, in apprehending through his keon-
Iy developed semgis. im reflecng ‘with
hire upon the botks whish he selected
to take with him, B sharing the emo-
toss, the enthusiasms, the Indignations
gnd the affections which Africa aroused
in 50 rare and versatile an Intelligence
the reader 1z inevitably the richer.

As for Afries . . b o good for Afries
that sithough civilimytien hos sent ndles
to be photographed perched upon slain
beasts, and is respomsible for the or-
pinized explolitation of the Dark Conti=
nent, (o has alse produced an  André
Gide with the heart to undersiand and

_with & great artiit's gift of expression!




