Gide of the Journals

- In the 19205 Asnleé Gide, who had begun
his career as a writer m the 18805 (and
who won the Nobel Prize in 1947 when he
was 78), had a tremendous influence upon
the younger intellectuals of two continents.
As a founder of the Nouvelle Revue Fran-
caise. one of the most honest literary re-
views in any courtry at any tine, as well
as through his own books, Gule helped
free iiterature from wmany of its shackle..
Hix “Corydon,” “The DImmoralist,” and
“The Counterfeiters™ shucked people. But
they were read amd discussed by other
writers, i not by the general public.
Auther of i< own partial autobiography,
Gide has been the subject of many biogra-
phies.. One of the best in English is Van

s Meter - Amves’s U André Gide)™ i the New

PY—

“Directions- Books™ series of “The Makers
of Modern. Literature.

9

To those not well
versed in Gide's writing or legend it makes
an admirable introduction to Gides “Jour-
nals,” beautifully  translated: by Justin

"(Brien, .the sevond  volume of whizh

(1914-1927) "is-published this week:

. Biugrapln’* Ames’s study is a com-
bination of “bhiography and analysis of
Gides writings. JU is largely based on the

. “Journals,” but it goes to other sources
“and thus illuniinates Gide’s own chrono-

logical account of his life and thoughts.

- Here 'we_ see Gide, a shy.youngster of
- Catholic-Huguenot “heritage, - growing  up

“omla diet: of .the Bible. and. “Arabian
- Nights;" tied -to the apron strings of his

“generous. but. overanxiens - mother” who,

like himselt; was dominated and restricted
Cby  his: “punctilious -Aunt. Claire.” - He

found schools unbearable and private tu:
fors unsatisfactory. -His® p.hsl()i!-—\\lll(‘ll
lasted all his life—was music.

Pellmps the  greatest. influence of his

- youth was a- SL-nts“uman named -Anna

Shackleton, the companion. aud friend of
bis mother. Although she hardly ﬁgure-
except nostalgically in his “Journals,”

'was Anna who ‘instilled in. ‘young \ndrc
an- interest in science—an interest -that

Ames finds permeates all his w ork nmi his

- cutire outlook on life.’

Latel. after his first wild adv entures as

~“an tmmoralist,” Gide married. his donsin
‘Emmanuele—-—ihe “Em” of ‘the “Journals”

—and their strange re!ahumlup {there is

questum x\hethcr the mnnmge was vﬂn-‘

summiated) affected his life.as writer, pon-

" derer over religion,  avowed  homosexual.

and searcher. after truth:
“Journal: Gide early rehelled a,,mmt

the stifiness of his Protestantizm and, at -

an_eatly age, eseaped to Africa, where the
“most’ surprising” of his discoveties way

- Kis “natural proclivity” to homosexuality.

Later he wis to write his ‘defense. of this

~in “Corydon™ To many this has Lem

them from: readmg Gide. But lhough it s

~ pever neglected in his “Journals.” it is by

no nieans a-dominating themre.
, Ewrﬂhmg thztt Gide w mt& m i novels

’\e»guﬂ'k

fat.

and satires he first threshed out n his
private notebooks. Here we can see him
working 2t his writing, fighting his dis-
tractions, trying to arrange his life with
Em. We follow the progress of the one
baok of his he alfows to be called a novel,
*The Counterfeiters.” Since he appears
in this as the journal-keeping author whoe
tells the story, we get here a magnificent
firsthand study of how he resolved his own
adventures into fictional form. Those who
Liuve read Henry James's recently pub-
h-\hM * \nt«-lnmk-." (NewsweEK, Nov. 3.
1937 will find Gile’s anctorial struggles
equally fascinating—and less wordy,
© Gide's great struggles with himself. his
conflict . over “Protestantismn,  Catholicism.
anied i\m_km:sm h;s struggles with “the
devil.” his restless probings, take up many
fascinating pages,  His conversations with
Léon Blum and Walter Rathenau over the
politics of Europe, with Proust and Clau-
dal over homosexuality, and Jacques Mari-
tain aver rchgum, and with other close
friends over the editing of the Revue,
are filled with thoughifulness admirably -
expressed. His long entry about his visit
to Proust. at which he discovers the truth
about his friend, is effective reporting.
More than one critic has suggested that
in the end Gide will be read less for his
nuvels, his travel bouks. his . animadver:
sions on thé Congo or Soviet Russia, than
for his “Journals”" Whether written with-
the thought of publication or not, they
have the appearance of finality, of having

been lhough! out aml cxrefully written.”
Gide's greatness as an’ artist, ‘as well'as
his eccentricities as - a man, is- apparmt -

‘throughout. (VBrien’s trandation i with-
2 out failt, (Tue JourNaes or Axnes Giok.

1041925, Translated and Annotated by
- Justin ()Bnm 328 pages. Knopf. $6.)



