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QESCAR WILDE. By Andre (Side
Tranauted from Tha Froneh by

Eernan! Frochlman, 46 pp. Haw
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: Tavicwed by
TRIMBLE SHARSER

WAR? feader mi onoe
this  neitser b Llography of
Wikde nor m study of his
vearks; 1t in the sinple mesem-

hling of two shetches which hawve
mnd even the merit of heing oew,
bt which the growing public of

the great Irish poet has act
known where (o find T pae-
nefl hoth  of 1w withenet

ging a word 0 their fexin,
thivuigh al least on one polpl my
epinion has keen desply modi
fied: IL secme fo nee ioday Thal
in my first esgay 1 apoke of Oscar
Wilde's work, and pardieilarly
his plays, with undue sevoriily
« « 5 the most curlous, the masl
elgnificanlt and . . the mewasl
things In the contemEarary thes-
et -

T wae to Andre Gide [ hat Wilds
mada hizg now-Tamous slatement
“1 mawe put sl my genies inio
my kfe: [ have puot only my
tatents inio my worke® soe bk
when  Wilde's  friceds mnd  nd-
mirers hnd mesd io rally rpund
him im his downfall. it was the
man, not ooy the artisk whom
Gide sought to commend.

Macaniley, youa rvememhber, wns
the one who in Byroa's case held
up to public gaze the smug, kypo-
critieal, puritanical British virtue
b Gl spasmodi€ aspect. atd in
Wilde's case the samc apasm be-
came convolsive almost to the
point of catalepsy. Andre Gide--
facidentally now one of the fore-
moet men of letkers nlive and
winter of the Naobal Prize for lit-

ANDRE CIDE

Fampay Frewck swriter and Nobel

prige-aimmer whase skeiches of

higar Wilde Bave beea pubdished

im the fire sutkerized A mericas
trenilalion.

erature—had bean ono of Wilde's
fervent admirers. “You lston with
vour eves” Wilda told him, add-
ing thal the reascn the streams
wo Joved Marcipsus was that the
water was rellecied in the gaze
of the beautiful youth: A6 that
lovaity and affestion motivatsd
Gide's defence at Lho aat This
valume of. belelf skelchas hearn
tha gukbitde: “I7 MMésbriam
(Reminiscences.) Da Profundis.”
And the de perofundis shadow
glapls across the memories, for
when Wide Nad to France, _lnd
nnes duriag his stoy In Algiers,
there were contacts with Gilde
T . capversations mre highlight-
@d, and marvellous reading Chey
make, " "When in times gpons by,
I waed lo mest Verlaine, I didn't
hiush for him. I was rich. Soyfal,
ewired with glory, but I felt that
to ba saan near him dld me honer
sven when Verlalne was drunk.”™
This was said in genlle rebuls
when Gldae haﬂlﬁnhl'ni_'.r evinoad
same  sgqueami ez to bang
sain with Wilds af the boulveard
cafea , . . "My recollection heare be-
comas Abominably palafal . . "

This Iz the first autherized
Amgrican tranniation of Glde's
skateles of Oscar Wilde and the
pictures of the poet In his prime
made s glittering. scene _in the
pancrama of lelbers at the end of
the ninetesnsth ceniury. Tha
eralty of Wikde's peesscuiinn is
miot gilnaaed over, amd the aspect
of the downfall in one of coms
pasmion. of homeaty end of vivid
reality.

This book will be in dermand by
all readera of both Wilde and
fiirdn.



