srpuAr W ilde |
“Ouecar Wilde™ by Andea !

Gide,  Wanglated from the

French by  Bernard  Frechi- |
man; Fhilosophical Library, [
$2.95.

- - -

This slim book of 58 pages is
the firel aulhorized Amﬂ-h.-nnl
iransiathon of  Gide's LETH
memories concerning Oscar)

Wilde, the. Irish poet and play-|,
w-ight. Gide was one of the men 1

of felters who went & Wilde's

At when thal unfortunate writer|,

encountered tragedy. While
=ume af the writers allemptad
to defend the poel through his
woarks, Gide attempted to ghow
that the man was admirable.
These personal sketchis were
written at the turn of the cen-
tury and are ted here in
their original form, Frechtman,
in his translator's note, incledes
twa  quotations from Gide's
'journal, the first of which |8
(dated  Famuary 1, 1893 when
Gide was 22 years obd: It reads: |
“Wilde has done me, I think, |
nothing but harm, With him, i
had forgotten how io fhink. I
had more varled emotions, but
I eould no longer order them:|
I was particularly unable o fol.
low the deductions of olhers, A
few thoughts, occasienally; but
my eluntsiness in handling them

made me abandon them, I am
now  resuming with difficutty, |
though with great delight, my!

history of philosophy, whers 1.

~am sludving the problem of;
language (which I shall resume|
with Muller and Renan.™ |
The second guotation is dlll‘ﬂ!
June 20, 1813 and reads:
(= *Certainly, in my lttle hogk'
lon Wilde, I appeared rather un-
fair toward bls work and [ wnh-l
poched il too easually, T mesn
before having known wﬂlj
anough. I admire, as 1 thlutr
iback on it the good grace with |
lwhich Wilde listened to me|
‘when, in Alglers, [ passed judg-|
ment upen his plays (quite im-!
pertnently, as it seems fo ine|
now ). No impatience in the tone!
of his reply, and not even & pro-|
test] it was then that he was Ll
to say to me, ‘T have put all my,
Eenius into my lfe; I have put
anly my talent into my works.
I should be curlous to knbow
whether he has ever uttered this|
'remark 1o anyone else, |
“l do bope later on to he able|
'to corme back to the matter and
tell everything which | dared not!
say at first. T would also like tn|
explain Wilde's work in my aan
way, particularly hiz plavs—
whase chlef Interest lies betwesn
the lines,''




