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THESE personal skétches of Os-
car Wilde were: written ‘at the
turn of the antUIy when the Wilde
seandal was rocking the world.

Gide took a. different tack. from
the majority of Wilde’s defenders.
He joined Frank Harris in defend-
ing, not Wilde, the admitted lifer-
|ary genius, through his works, but
I Wilde, the Tnan, by attempting to
show. his many admxrable charac-
teristics. ’

-As time passes, VVi’des own crit-
xque of - his life and works seems
to be borne out. He said: “I've

’ put my genius into my’ life: I've

i put only my talent into my works.”
Gide says the best of his writing
is but & pale reflection of his bril-
s+ liant conversation,

These sketches - are mvaluable
guides to the student of Wilde.
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